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‘The war in Ukraine has confirmed the position of the Baltic states as both the front 
line and notable front runners of democratic Europe. This excellent volume of 
essays by experts and practitioners tells us what we should all know about them.’

— Timothy Garton Ash, Professor of European Studies, Oxford University

‘The Baltic states were once in the shadowy world beyond the Iron Curtain, but today they are again back in the bright 
light of freedom and democracy. They are now vibrant members of both the European Union and NATO. They are 
not only in the front line in the newly challenging European environment but they also represent a shop-window for 
economic and democratic vitality. The resurgence of the Baltic states—where I was both a witness and bit-player—is 
an inspiring story of our time and these essays flesh out the then and the remarkable now.’

— Baron Robertson of Port Ellen, 10th Secretary General of NATO, and former UK Defence Secretary

A comprehensive account of the history, politics and growing strategic significance of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania since independence in 1991.

This book addresses a crucial question: the contribution of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania to the historic dissolution of the 
USSR in 1991, which in turn led to regained independence for the Baltic States in that year. This is an important history, 
relating to the interplay between divisions and tensions at the heart of the USSR and the growing Baltic independence 
movements.

It also has great contemporary significance as a result of Russia’s February 2022 invasion of the Ukraine. To justify this act, 
Vladimir Putin has explicitly promoted a ‘Greater Russian’ version of history, including a dangerously inaccurate narrative of 
what occurred in the Baltics in 1991. He also continues to threaten military action against the Baltic states, all of which are 
members of NATO.

The contributors—who include Brendan Simms, Vladislav Zubok, Andrew Wilson, Mart Kuldkepp, Bridget Kendall, Kristina 
Spohr, Kaarel Piirimäe and Neil Taylor— analyse the struggles of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania to secure their independence, 
and set out how Moscow is propagating fake history, as well as engaging in destabilising measures and cyber-attacks, to 
undermine these countries’ hard-won freedom. This indispensable volume addresses head-on the biggest geopolitical 
challenge facing the world today: responding to Russian military adventurism.
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