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“To most westerners, China is like quantum mechanics: the few who 
really understand it are often not good at explaining it to the rest of 
us. So this up-to-the-minute, scholarly but accessible guide to thinking

through the number one geopolitical issue of the next decade is greatly 
to be welcomed.” – Stephen Bradley, former British Minister in Beijing

and Consul General to Hong Kong

This short book explores the uncertainties and dilemmas China’s rise 
has fuelled for both the US-sponsored liberal order and the Chinese 
communist elites that are responsible. It provides the tools to understand 
the contemporary political and media turmoil about China, its causes and 
its trajectories. It interprets the rise of China through the lenses of global 
politics and the uneven and combined development of capitalism and its 
encounter with the authoritarian, one-party system of the Chinese polity.
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