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ABOUT THE BOOK
Contrary to prior expectations, Narendra Modi has expended a significant amount of time, energy and political 
capital in conducting India’s engagement with the outside world since becoming Prime Minister in May 2014. 
In accordance with wider perceptions about Modi, there were expectations of significant, if not radical, change 
in Indian foreign policy under his charge. This sentiment led to a section of Indian strategists and foreign policy 
watchers conceiving the notion of a ‘Modi Doctrine’ in Indian foreign policy. This notion of foreign policy 
‘doctrines’ is not new to the analysis of Indian foreign policy. Previous incarnations include the ‘Indira Doctrine’ 
of the 1970s, the ‘Gujral Doctrine’ for a brief period in the late 1990s and the ‘Manmohan Doctrine’ in the period 
before Modi was elected as prime minister.

This edited volume attempts to interrogate the extent to which Indian foreign policy, under Modi, has undergone 
significant change and the extent to which this manifests itself as a new doctrine in Indian foreign policy. The 
individual chapters cover key bilateral relationships (the United States, China, Australia and Pakistan) as well as 
broader regional relationships (South Asia and the Indian Ocean Region) and specific themes (such as economic 
diplomacy).

READERSHIP
Graduate students and researchers focusing on Indian foreign policy, geo-political ties and international 
relations.
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Chapter 3: Modi and America: Great Expectations and Enduring Constraints (Sylvia Mishra)
Chapter 4: Embracing Japan: A Work in Progress (Anthony Yazaki)
Chapter 5: The Pakistan Challenge: Modi’s ‘China Card’ (P S Suryanarayana)

Part 2: Themes/Geo-Political Regions
Chapter 6: Modi’s ‘Neighbourhood First’ Initiative (S D Muni)
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