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ABOUT THE BOOK
Publications are the currency of academia. And yet, many people in the sciences, and especially mathematics, are never 
actually taught how to write. More specifically, they are not taught how to edit, redraft and revise their material so that 
the presentation is optimal for the reader. Most academic articles are appallingly written, even by native English speakers. 
One of the core problems is that most scientists hate writing and put only the bare minimum of effort into it. Furthermore, 
academic articles too often read like a first draft, with little understanding that all writing is editing. However, academic 
writing is a skill like any other that can be broken down into stages. This book will go through the detailed process of 
assembling an article, from first drafts to writing abstracts to revision to responding to reviewers, illustrated with multiple 
versions of worked examples as well as what not to do.

READERSHIP
Undergraduates, graduates and researchers in the field of sciences.

CONTENTS
•	 The First Draft: This is Not Your Manuscript
•	 The Introduction: The Goldilocks of Writing
•	 Collation: Filling in the Gaps
•	 Refinement: This Is Where Your Manuscript Truly Begins...
•	 Sentence Logic: Following Through What You Started
•	 Responding to Professional Feedback: The Most Important Writing You Will Ever Do
•	 What’s Next?: Talking the Talk
•	 Summary: Don’t Be Dull
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Stacey Smith? (the question mark is part of her name) is a professor of disease modelling at the University of Ottawa in 
Canada. Using mathematics, she studies infectious diseases such as HIV, malaria, human papillomavirus, COVID-19, 
influenza, neglected tropical diseases etc., and zombies. She has published over 100 academic articles; is a winner of 
a Guinness World Record for her work on modelling a zombie invasion; was the winner of the 2015 Mathematics 
Ambassador award, given by Canada’s Partners in Research association; and won the 2018 Society for Mathematical 
Biology Distinguished Service Award for exceptional contribution to the field of mathematical biology and its advancement 
outside of research.

Stacey Smith? has more than 20 books to her name, including Bookwyrm (ATB Publishing), Who is the Doctor, Who’s 50 
and The Doctors Are In (ECW Press), Look at the Size of That Thing! (Pencil Tip Publishing), as well as a Black Archive 
on Doctor Who and the Silurians (Obverse Books), guides to the wonderful world of Doctor Who. She’s also the editor 
extraordinaire of the Outside In series of pop-culture reviews with a twist (ATB Publishing), covering Doctor Who, Star 
Trek, Buffy, Angel, Firefly and The X-Files. Oh, and she’s the world’s leading expert on the transmission of Bieber Fever, but 
let’s not worry about that one.
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